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Preparing for an Accredited Exam

How this guide was prepared

Every fee, eligibility requirement, and accreditation date in this guide was verified in June 2026
directly against the published materials of the American Board of Wound Management (ABWM), the
National Alliance of Wound Care and Ostomy (NAWCO), the Wound, Ostomy and Continence
Nursing Certification Board (WOCNCB), and the National Commission for Certifying Agencies
(NCCA).

Certifying bodies update fees and policies over time. Before you apply, confirm current figures in the
certifying body's own candidate handbook. Links to all primary sources appear at the end of this
guide.

© 2026 WoundEducators.com | Verified June 2026 Page 2




The Complete Guide to Accredited Wound Care Certifications WoundEducators.com

Why This Guide Exists

Search for “wound care certification” and you will find dozens of programs competing for your
money. Some lead to nationally accredited credentials that employers recognize, credentialing
committees accept, and courts respect. Others lead to a certificate that looks impressive on a wall
but carries no independent validation at all. The two are marketed with nearly identical language,
and the difference is rarely explained before you pay.

That difference matters more now than ever. Chronic wounds affect millions of patients, driven by
rising rates of diabetes, vascular disease, and an aging population. Health systems are responding
by asking for documented wound care expertise, and clinicians at every level, from LPNs to
physicians, are pursuing certification in record numbers. Where demand grows, so does the number
of programs eager to sell a shortcut.

This guide explains the single distinction that should drive your decision, profiles the only three
organizations that currently offer accredited wound care certifications, compares their
credentials, fees, eligibility rules, and renewal requirements side by side, and gives you a practical
checklist for evaluating any program you encounter. It is written for nurse practitioners, physician
assistants, physicians, nurses, and therapists deciding which credential to pursue, but the evaluation
framework applies to anyone.

1. Certification vs. Certificate of Completion: The Distinction That
Decides Everything

A certificate of completion documents that you finished a course. It is issued by the same
organization that taught you, it reflects that organization's own standards, and it ends there.
Completing a course is a worthwhile step in your education, but a certificate of completion is
evidence of attendance and effort, not an independent measure of competence.

A professional certification is something different. It is awarded by an independent certifying
board, not by a course provider, after you pass a standardized examination built on a formal analysis
of what competent practice actually requires. Eligibility is screened before you sit for the exam. The
credential is time-limited and must be maintained through continuing education or re-examination.
Most importantly, the board that grants it has no financial stake in any course you took to prepare.

Here is the part most buyers never hear: in the United States there are few legal restrictions on the
word “certification.” Almost any organization can create a wound care course, write its own exam,
and issue a document that says “certified.” Nothing about the word itself tells you whether the
credential behind it was independently validated. That is the job of accreditation.

Why the distinction matters in practice

« Employment. Job postings for wound care roles routinely name specific accredited
credentials, such as CWS®, CWCN®, or WCC®. A non-accredited certificate generally does
not satisfy those requirements, no matter how rigorous the course felt.
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* Credentialing and privileging. Hospital credentialing committees and payers look for
credentials they can verify with an independent certifying board. Accredited boards maintain
public verification systems; course providers typically do not.

« Professional recognition. Accredited certification places you in a national registry of peers
measured against the same standard. It is the difference between “I took a course” and “I
passed the national board examination for my specialty.”

« Legal defensibility. When wound care decisions are examined in litigation or peer review, an
accredited credential demonstrates externally validated competence. A certificate from the
company that sold you the course carries far less weight.

< Durability. Accredited credentials come with defined renewal cycles and continuing education
requirements that keep the credential, and your knowledge, current. Many certificate programs
have no maintenance structure at all.

2. Who Accredits the Accreditors: NCCA and ABSNC

Accreditation is the independent quality-control layer that separates a true certification program from
a self-declared one. A certifying board earns accreditation only after an external review of its
examination development, psychometrics, governance, eligibility standards, and recertification
requirements. Two accrediting bodies matter in wound care:

« The National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA), the accreditation arm of the
Institute for Credentialing Excellence (ICE). NCCA accredits certification programs across
healthcare and other professions, and maintains a public directory of every program it
accredits.

« The Accreditation Board for Specialty Nursing Certification (ABSNC), which accredits
nursing specialty certification programs against a similarly rigorous standard.

Two NCCA requirements are worth understanding, because they are the easiest way to recognize a
legitimate program. First, the certification examination must be independent of any specific
course or course provider. An accredited board cannot require you to buy a particular course, and
a course provider cannot control the exam that certifies you. Second, eligibility criteria must
reflect the knowledge and experience required for the specialty, which in practice means
accredited bodies define who may sit for each credential and offer different credentials for different
education levels. Programs that hand the same “certification exam” to an LPN and a physician are
telling you something about their standards.

Three organizations currently meet these standards for wound care certification: the American Board
of Wound Management, the National Alliance of Wound Care and Ostomy, and the Wound, Ostomy
and Continence Nursing Certification Board. Every credential discussed in the next section can be
confirmed in the NCCA's public accreditation directory, and WOCNCB credentials additionally in
ABSNC's.
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3. The Three Accredited Certifying Bodies, Side by Side

American Board of Wound Management (ABWM)

The ABWM offers three NCCA-accredited credentials in a deliberate hierarchy: the CWCA®
(Certified Wound Care Associate) for healthcare professionals at every level, the CWS®
(Certified Wound Specialist) for degreed, licensed clinicians, and the CWSP® (Certified Wound
Specialist Physician) exclusively for MDs, DOs, and DPMs. All three require a cumulative three
years of wound care experience, which does not need to be consecutive or your primary
responsibility. Clinicians with fewer than three years can enter through ABWM's Candidate program
and convert to full certification as experience accrues. Exams are administered at Pearson VUE
testing centers.

ABWNM certifications run on a ten-year cycle: an annual renewal fee of $175 with six hours of
continuing education each year, and recertification by examination every ten years.

National Alliance of Wound Care and Ostomy (NAWCO)

NAWCO's flagship wound credential is the WCC® (Wound Care Certified), open to a broad range
of licensed professionals including RNs, LPN/LVNs, NPs, PAs, PTs and PTAs, OTs and OTAs,
physicians, and podiatrists. Candidates must satisfy both an education requirement (completion of
an approved skin and wound management course, or an existing accredited wound care
certification) and an experience requirement (two years full-time or four years part-time wound care
experience within the past five years, with a preceptorship option available as an alternative
pathway). Exams are administered at PSI testing centers.

One historical note that buyers researching older articles will encounter: the WCC credential lost its
NCCA accreditation in 2013 and regained it in May 2019. NCCA renewed the WCC's accreditation in
2024 through April 30, 2029, so the credential is fully accredited today. The episode is a useful
reminder that accreditation status is current-state information and worth checking in the NCCA
directory whenever you evaluate any credential. WCC certification is valid for five years, with
recertification through documented continuing education and practice requirements or re-
examination.

Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nursing Certification Board (WOCNCB)

The WOCNCSB offers the CWCN® (Certified Wound Care Nurse), the most specialized of the
accredited wound credentials and the only one accredited by both NCCA and ABSNC. It is
exclusively a nursing credential: candidates must hold a current RN license plus a bachelor's degree
or higher (in any field). Eligibility runs through one of two pathways: graduation from a WOCN
Society-accredited wound education program within the past five years, or an experiential pathway
requiring 50 specialty continuing education credits plus 1,500 wound care practice hours within the
past five years. The exam fee is $395 for a single specialty, with significant discounts when
combining wound, ostomy, and continence exams. WOCNCB charges no annual maintenance fee.
Certification lasts five years, renewable by re-examination or through the board's Professional
Growth Program.
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Side-by-side comparison

Wound credentials

Accreditation

Open to

Experience required

Initial exam fee

Certification period

Maintenance

Recertification

Testing network

CWCA, CWS, CWSP

NCCA

CWCA: all healthcare
professionals

CWS: degreed licensed
clinicians and RNs

CWSP: MD, DO, DPM
only

3 years cumulative
wound care experience
(Candidate program for
0-2 years)

CWCA: $375

CWS: $595
CWSP: $995

10 years

$175 annual renewal + 6
CE hours per year

Re-examination every 10
years

Pearson VUE

NCCA

(renewed through April
30, 2029)

RN, LPN/LVN, NP, PA,
PT, PTA, OT, OTA, MD,
DO, DPM

2 yrs full-time or 4 yrs
part-time in past 5 yrs,
plus approved education
(preceptor option
available)

$350 exam + $30
application ($380 total)

5 years
No annual fee; CE and

practice requirements at
5-year recertification

CE/practice pathway or
re-exam every 5 years

PSI

WoundEducators.com

CWCN

NCCA and ABSNC

RNs with bachelor's
degree or higher

Accredited WOC
program, or 50 CE credits
+ 1,500 practice hours in
past 5 yrs

$395 (single specialty;
multi-specialty discounts)

5 years

No annual fee; recertify at
5 years

Re-exam or Professional
Growth Program every 5
years

PSI

Fees verified June 2026 against each body's published application materials. International and
geographic testing surcharges may apply. Always confirm current fees in the certifying body's
candidate handbook before applying.
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4. Which Credential Fits Your License? Eligibility by Profession

Accredited bodies differentiate by education and license level, so your profession largely determines
your options. The matrix below shows which accredited credentials are open to each profession,
assuming the experience requirements described above are met.

Profession CWCA CWS CWSP wcc CWCN
(ABWM) (ABWM) (ABWM) (NAWCO) (WOCNCB)

Nurse Practitioner (NP) Yes*
Physician Assistant

(PA) Yes Yes - Yes —
MD /| DO Yes Yes Yes Yes -
Podiatrist (DPM) Yes Yes Yes Yes -
R.N’ bachelor's or Yes Yes - Yes Yes
higher

RN, associate degree Yes Yes - Yes -t
LPN/LVN Yes - - Yes -
Physical Therapist (PT) Yes Yes - Yes -
PT Assistant (PTA) Yes - - Yes -
Occupational Therapist

(oT) Yes Yes - Yes —
OT Assistant (OTA) Yes - - Yes -
Registered Dietitian Yes Yes _ _ _

(RD)

* NPs qualify for the CWCN through their RN license and graduate degree. T WOCNCB requires a
bachelor's degree or higher in any field alongside the RN license, so an associate-degree RN who
also holds a non-nursing bachelor's degree may qualify. Eligibility rules are summarized from each
body's published criteria as of June 2026, the certifying body's own handbook governs.

Reading the matrix

« ABWM's tiering is education-based. CWCA serves clinicians and support professionals at
every level. CWS requires a bachelor's, master's, or doctoral degree in a licensed health
profession, with an exception admitting associate-degree RNs. CWSP is reserved for
physicians and podiatrists, the only physician-specific accredited wound credential.

« NAWCO's WCC is the broadest single credential. One credential spans LPN through
physician, with eligibility differentiated through its education-plus-experience requirements
rather than separate credential tiers.
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« WOCNCB's CWCN is nursing-only by design. It sits inside the wound, ostomy, and
continence nursing tradition and rewards formal WOC education. PAs and therapists are not
eligible because it is built on the RN license.

5. How to Spot an Unaccredited Certification

Unaccredited wound care “certifications” are not rare, and they are not always easy to recognize.
Many are marketed by polished, well-funded organizations whose course content may even be quite
good. The problem is not necessarily the education; it is that the credential at the end has no
independent standing. Four tests will sort any program you encounter.

Test 1: Is the credential issued by ABWM, NAWCO, or WOCNCB?

As of this writing, these are the only organizations offering accredited wound care certifications in the
United States. If the credential on offer comes from anyone else, it is either a certificate of
completion or an unaccredited certification, whatever the marketing language says.

Test 2: Can you find it in the official accreditation directory?

Do not take an accreditation claim at face value; verify it. The Institute for Credentialing Excellence
maintains a searchable public directory of every NCCA-accredited program, and ABSNC publishes
its accredited programs as well. If a credential does not appear in either directory, it is not
accredited, regardless of what the provider's website implies. This takes five minutes and is the
single highest-value step in evaluating any program.

Test 3: Is the exam independent of the course provider?

This is the structural heart of the distinction. Accredited certification separates education from
assessment: you may prepare with any course you like (or none), and you test with an independent
board at a proctored testing center. Unaccredited programs typically bundle their own “certification
exam” into the course, which means the organization selling you the education is also grading its
own product. NCCA standards prohibit exactly this arrangement. If you cannot take the exam without
buying the course, the credential cannot be accredited.

Test 4: Does it differentiate by education level?

Accredited bodies calibrate credentials and eligibility to license and education: ABWM maintains
three distinct credentials, WOCNCB requires the RN license plus a bachelor's degree, and NAWCO
screens eligibility through license, education, and experience requirements. Unaccredited programs
commonly administer one identical test to everyone, so the LPN, the RN, and the physician all walk
away with the same “credential.” An exam that cannot tell those scopes of practice apart is not
measuring specialty competence at any of them.

Red flags worth a second look
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“Certification” awarded immediately upon course completion, with the exam built into the course.
No published eligibility requirements, or eligibility open to anyone regardless of license.

The same exam and credential for every profession from medical assistant to physician.

No recertification or continuing education requirement after the credential is issued.

Accreditation claims that name organizations other than NCCA or ABSNC, or that cannot be verified
in a public directory.

The organization selling the course controls the credential from end to end.

6. The Real Cost of Choosing Wrong
The price tag on an unaccredited program understates its cost, because the real losses arrive later.

« The money is gone. Unaccredited wound care programs commonly cost between several
hundred and several thousand dollars, comparable to or more than the cost of preparing for
and sitting an accredited exam. There is no refund when you discover the credential is not
recognized.

« Employers may not recognize it. When a job posting asks for wound care certification, hiring
managers and credentialing committees are looking for credentials they can verify with an
independent board. A credential that is not in the NCCA or ABSNC directory may be screened
out before you ever interview.

< It may not satisfy licensure or CE expectations. Course hours from an unaccredited
program may or may not count toward your continuing education obligations, and the
credential itself carries no standing with regulators.

* You may have to start over. Clinicians who discover the limitation often end up pursuing an
accredited credential afterward anyway, paying for preparation and examination a second time
and losing a year or more of credentialed practice.

« Professional credibility is hard to recover. Listing a credential that a colleague or attorney
later shows to be unaccredited is an uncomfortable position for any clinician, and a needless
one.

Measured against that downside, the diligence this guide recommends costs a few minutes: check
the issuing body, check the directory, check who controls the exam, and check who else takes it.

7. Five Questions to Ask Before Choosing Any Wound Care
Certification

Put every program you are considering, including any course you take to prepare, through these five
questions.

1. Who issues the credential? It should be an independent certifying board (ABWM, NAWCO,
or WOCNCB), not the company that sold you the course.
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2. Is the credential listed in the NCCA or ABSNC public directory? Verify the claim yourself.
If it is not in the directory, it is not accredited.

3. Is the exam independent of the education? You should be able to prepare however you
choose and sit a proctored exam administered by the board through an independent testing
network.

4. Does the credential match your license and education? Confirm you meet eligibility now,
or that a candidate or preceptor pathway exists, and that the credential differentiates your level
rather than pooling everyone into one exam.

5. What does the credential cost to keep? Compare the full cycle: exam fees, renewal fees,
continuing education requirements, and the recertification method at the end of the period, not
just the initial price.

Any program that passes all five is worth serious consideration. A program that fails even one
deserves a hard look before you spend money on it.

8. Matching the Credential to Your Career

Nurse practitioners and physician assistants

Advanced practice clinicians are the fastest-growing group in wound care, and for most the ABWM
CWS is the natural fit: it is degree-matched, broadly recognized across settings, and runs on a ten-
year cycle. NPs who come from a wound, ostomy, and continence nursing background, or who want
the credential most specifically rooted in nursing practice, should weigh the WOCNCB CWCN, which
their RN license and graduate education make available. The NAWCO WCC is a strong option for
NPs and PAs who prefer its five-year cycle and education-plus-experience pathway. PAs should
note that the CWCN is not open to them, which for many makes the CWS the clear choice.

Physicians and podiatrists

The ABWM CWSP is the only accredited wound certification designed exclusively for MDs, DOs,
and DPMs, with an exam written at physician depth. Physicians seeking board-style recognition of
wound care expertise should look here first. The CWS and WCC remain open to physicians as well,
and some choose them for cost or cycle reasons, but the CWSP is the credential that maps directly
to physician scope.

Registered nurses

RNs with a bachelor's degree or higher can pursue all three bodies' nursing-eligible credentials: the
CWS, the WCC, and the CWCN. The right choice usually turns on career setting. The CWCN carries
particular weight in WOC nursing roles and facilities aligned with the WOCN Society tradition; the
CWS travels well across interdisciplinary and leadership settings; the WCC is widespread in long-
term care and home health. Associate-degree RNs qualify for the CWS and the WCC.
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LPNs, LVNs, and therapy assistants

The ABWM CWCA and the NAWCO WCC are the accredited routes for LPN/LVNs, PTAs, and
OTAs. Both are real, verifiable, board-issued credentials, and either is a far stronger career asset
than any certificate program, because it can be verified by every future employer.

Physical and occupational therapists and dietitians

PTs and OTs qualify for the CWS and the WCC,; registered dietitians qualify for ABWM credentials,
where wound-relevant nutrition expertise is increasingly visible. For therapists building a wound-
heavy caseload, the CWS is the most commonly cited credential in interdisciplinary settings.

9. Preparing for an Accredited Exam

Because accredited boards keep certification independent of education, preparation is up to you.
The boards publish content outlines in their candidate handbooks, and those outlines, not any
vendor's syllabus, define what the exam tests. Whatever preparation you choose, match it to your
credential's content outline and to your own education level.

This is the work WoundEducators.com has done since 2008. Our online courses prepare clinicians
for the accredited wound care certification exams offered by the ABWM, NAWCO, and the
WOCNCB, with course tracks matched to your license and degree, from LPN through physician, so
you study at the depth your exam demands. The courses carry continuing education credit, include
study tools you keep, and come with an until-you-pass guarantee. We prepare you for the accredited
exams; the credential itself always comes from the independent board, which is exactly how it
should be.

Whichever path you choose, choose an accredited credential. The hours you will invest deserve a
certification that employers recognize, committees accept, and you can stand behind for the rest of
your career. Learn more at woundeducators.com.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does completing a wound care course make me certified?

No. A course, including any course offered by WoundEducators.com, prepares you for certification.
The credential itself is awarded only by an independent certifying board (ABWM, NAWCO, or
WOCNCB) after you pass its examination at a proctored testing center. Any program that says
otherwise is describing a certificate of completion, not an accredited certification.

What is the difference between the CWS and the CWCN?

Both are accredited, well-respected credentials, but they serve different populations. The CWS
(ABWM) is interdisciplinary: it is open to degreed, licensed clinicians across nursing, therapy,
medicine, pharmacy, and dietetics, and runs on a ten-year cycle. The CWCN (WOCNCB) is nursing-
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only, requires an RN license plus a bachelor's degree, sits within the wound, ostomy, and continence
nursing tradition, and runs on a five-year cycle.

Which wound care certification is best for nurse practitioners and physician
assistants?

There is no single answer, but the CWS is the most common fit for advanced practice clinicians
because it is degree-matched and recognized across settings. NPs also qualify for the CWCN
through their RN license, which is worth weighing for WOC-aligned roles. PAs are not eligible for the
CWCN, so their accredited options are the CWS, CWCA, and WCC.

Can LPNs and LVNs earn an accredited wound care certification?

Yes. The ABWM CWCA and the NAWCO WCC are both open to LPN/LVNs who meet the
experience requirements. Both are board-issued, NCCA-accredited, and verifiable by employers,
which makes either a stronger asset than any certificate-of-completion program.

How long does it take to become wound care certified?

The limiting factor is usually the experience requirement: three cumulative years for ABWM
credentials, two years full-time (or four part-time) within the past five years for the WCC, and 1,500
specialty practice hours within five years for the CWCN's experiential pathway. Exam preparation
itself typically takes weeks to a few months of study. Clinicians who do not yet meet the experience
bar can start now through ABWM's Candidate program or NAWCOQO's preceptorship option.

What happens if | let my certification lapse?

Each board publishes its own reinstatement rules, and they are stricter than renewal. ABWM
revokes the credential of certificants who fail to recertify at ten years, and NAWCO requires lapsed
WCC holders to go through a reinstatement process. Build the renewal cycle and its costs into your
decision from the start.

How do I verify that any certification is accredited?

Search the NCCA's public directory of accredited programs at the Institute for Credentialing
Excellence website, or ABSNC's published program list for nursing credentials. If the credential is
not listed, it is not accredited, whatever the provider's marketing says.
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Sources and Verification

Accreditation facts, fees, eligibility criteria, and renewal requirements in this guide were verified in
June 2026 against the following primary sources:

ABWM, How to Apply and Test (fees, renewal, recertification) — https://abwmcertified.org/certification-
resources/how-to-apply/

ABWM, Certification Eligibility — https://abwmcertified.org/certification-resources/eligibility/

NAWCO, WCC Certification and Candidate Handbook — https://www.nawccb.org/wound-care-certification/

NAWCO, WCC Recertification Requirements — https://www.nawccb.org/wound-care-recert-reqs/

NAWCO, NCCA Accreditation of the WCC Credential (May 2019; renewed through April 30, 2029) —
https://www.nawccb.org/2019/05/15/wound-care-certified-wcc-credential-accredited-by-the-national-
commission-for-certifying-agencies-ncca/

WOCNCSB, Eligibility for Wound, Ostomy and Continence Certification —
https://www.wocncb.org/certification/wound-ostomy-continence/eligibility

WOCNCSB, Certification Fees — https://www.wocncb.org/certification/fees
WOCNCB, Accreditation (NCCA and ABSNC) — https://www.wocncb.org/about-us/accreditation

Institute for Credentialing Excellence, NCCA Accredited Programs Directory —
https://www.credentialingexcellence.org/page/ncca

Accreditation Board for Specialty Nursing Certification — https://absnc.org/

Disclaimer: Certification fees, eligibility criteria, and accreditation status change over time. This
guide reflects published information as of June 2026. Always confirm current requirements directly
with the certifying body before applying. CWCA®, CWS®, and CWSP® are registered marks of the
American Board of Wound Management. WCC® is a registered mark of the National Alliance of
Wound Care and Ostomy. CWCN® is a registered mark of the Wound, Ostomy and Continence
Nursing Certification Board. WoundEducators.com is an independent education provider and is not
affiliated with or endorsed by any certifying body.

© 2026 WoundEducators.com. This guide may be shared freely in its original, unmodified form.
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